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SUBJECT : SITUATION IN SOUTH ASI A


1. DURING YEAR THAT HAS FOLLOWED INDO-PAK WAR AND UNS C

RESOLUTIONS OF DECEMBER 1971, USG HAS SCRUPULOUSLY AVOIDE D

INVOLVEMENT IN POLITICAL ISSUES RESULTING FROM WAR, OUT O F

CONVICTION THAT IMPETUS FOR PEACEFUL SOLUTION THESE ISSUE S

MUST COME FROM STATES IN AREA DIRECTLY CONCERNED . FOR THI S

REASON WE WARMLY WELCOMED SIMLA AGREEMENT, AS WELL AS DELH I

DISCUSSIONS IN AUGUST DESIGNED KEEP THAT PROCESS MOVING .


2. THIS POSTURE WILL CONTINUE TO INFLUENCE OUR POLICY I N

SOUTH ASIA, AS MOST RECENTLY DEMONSTRATED DURING UNGA FOCU S

ON BD ADMISSION ITEM . IN CONVERSATIONS THIS SUBJECT WIT H

HOST GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS, ACTION ADDRESSEES SHOULD B E

ESPECIALLY GUIDED BY STATEMENT BY AMBASSADOR PHILLIPS A T

CONCLUSION UNGA DEBATE {USUN 5166}, AMPLIFIED ALON G

FOLLOWING LINES :


A. US CONTINUES TO REGARD BILATERAL APPROACH EMBODIED I N

SIMLA AGREEMENT AND DISCUSSIONS THAT HAVE TAKEN PLACE I N

THAT CONTEXT AS MAJOR CONTRIBUTION TO PEACE .


B. IT REMAINS OUR HOPE THAT THE SAME CONSTRUCTIVE SPIRI T

OF . ACCOMMODATION THAT RESULTED IN THE SIMLA AGREEMENT WIL L

EXTEND TO EFFORTS BY PAKISTAN AND BANGLADESH TO FIND A

BASIS FOR RESOLUTION OF PROBLEMS BETWEEN THEM .


C. WE REGRET THE CURRENT IMPASSE AFFECTING TH E
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DELINEATION/WITHDRAWAL PROCESS UNDER SIMLA AND TH E

CONTINUED INABILITY OF PAKISTAN AND BANGLADESH TO FIN D

THE BASIS FOR TALKS .


D. AT THE SAME TIME WE ARE ENCOURAGED BY CONTINUIN G

EFFORTS RESOLVE INDIVIDUAL ISSUES AS PART LARGER PROCES S

OF ATTAINING PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT IN SOUTH ASIA . IN THI S

CONNECTION, WE ALSO ENCOURAGED BY THE DECISIONS OF TH E

GOVERNMENTS OF PAKISTAN, INDIA AND BANGLADESH TO RELEAS E

SOME OF THE PAKISTANI AND BENGALEE CIVILIANS DETAINE D

SINCE THE WAR AND TO TAKE THE FIRST, URGENTLY-NEEDE D

STEPS ON POW REPATRIATION . WE BELIEVE THESE ACTIONS HOL D

PROMISE FOR IMPROVEMENT ATMOSPHERE AND ARE CONDUCIVE T O

ULTIMATE SOLUTION OF OUTSTANDING ISSUES .


E. NOW THAT UNGA DEBATE CONCLUDED, WE HOPE AS FRIEN D

OF ALL THREE STATES THAT THERE WILL BE NEW AND TANGIBL E

STEPS THAT WILL DEMONSTRATE THAT ALL THREE GOVERNMENT S

MEAN WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT WANTING SETTLEMENT IN SOUT H

ASIA . AS WE SEE IT, LEADERSHIP IN ALL THREE COUNTRIE S

NOW HAVE ROUGHLY EQUAL OPPORTUNITY TO TAKE AND RESPON D

TO INITIATIVES THAT COULD BRING REAL MOVEMENT O N


VARIETY OF ISSUES . WE DO NOT INTEND INVOLVE OURSELVE S

IN ANY WAY IN THESE EFFORTS, NOR DO WE PROPOSE PAS S

JUDGMENT ON POSITIONS OF PARTIES DIRECTLY CONCERNED .

BUT AS GOVERNMENT THAT SEEKS CLOSEST POSSIBLE RELATION S

WITH ALL STATES IN THE AREA, WE SEE OUR OWN INTEREST S

ALSO SERVED BY REDOUBLED EFFORTS AMONG ALL THOS E

INVOLVED .


3. ABOVE GUIDANCE INTENDED FOR GENERAL USE WHEN SUBJEC T

OF INDIA-PAKISTAN-BANGLADESH PROBLEM COMES UP I N

DISCUSSIONS WITH OFFICIALS . WE WOULD NOT EXPECT ADDRESSEE S

WOULD TAKE INITIATIVE TO PRESENT ABOVE POINTS .


4. GDS YY
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